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The Aegukga was officially made the national anthem in 1948 when a Korean government was launched. "Old Lang Zine," a Scottish folk song was the national anthem of Korea before Aegukga was composed by Ahn Ik-tae, a musician who studied in a foreign country. 

The anthem begins with "May our country live a long life until Donghae water runs dry and Mt. Baekdusan wears out. . . . ." The song signifies our willingness to preserve the beautiful nature of Korea's land and people forever on our own.  In the song, the trees Mt. Namsan represent our unswerving spirit and a full moon in a clear autumn sky means our personality. The anthem ends with " Love our country, rain or shine."

The writer of the lyrics is unknown, but they reflect the spirit of the Korean people mentality and are as beautiful as those of God Save the Queen of Britain and La Marseillaise of France in melody and lyrics.    
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