PCS RELATED ENTITLEMENTS FACT SHEET

NOTE:  SOME OF THE FOLLOWING ENTITLEMENTS REQUIRE SPECIAL AUTHORIZATION.  THEREFORE, YOU SHOULD CONTACT THE POC BEFORE TAKING ANY ACTION.

TOPIC 1:  ADVANCE PAY

DISCUSSION:  Military members may receive an advance of basic pay to assist with PCS expenses.  The advance is normally limited to one month of basic pay (less deductions) but can be up to three months of basic pay (less deductions) with adequate justification and approval from your commander.

POINT OF CONTACT:  Financial Services Support Office

TOPIC 2:  HOUSING AND STATION ALLOWANCES

DISCUSSION:  Members being assigned to a duty station outside the United States may be paid a housing allowance and CONUS COLA to help defray costs; this is called the Overseas Housing Allowance (OHA).  Both allowances are paid at the rate prescribed for the member’s duty location and are based on rank and dependency status. In addition, members assigned outside the CONUS may be paid a Cost-of-Living Allowance, again, at the rate prescribed for the duty location.  BAH and OHA may be paid in advance to assist the member in securing adequate housing.

POINTS OF CONTACT:  Financial Services Support Office and Housing Management Office

TOPIC 3:  FAMILY SEPARATION ALLOWANCES (FSA) AND FAMILY SEPARATION HOUSING (FSH)
DISCUSSION: FSH (BAH II at the “without dependent” rate) is payable to a member who is on permanent duty at a location to which movement of dependents is not authorized at the expense of the Untied States and the member’s dependents do not reside at or near the location; and government quarters are not available for assignment to the member.  

FSA ($100.00 a month) is intended to help defray the expenses associated with being separated from the family to include normal maintenance around the dependent’s household that would normally be performed by the military member.  A member who voluntarily elects the unaccompanied tour in an area where an accompanied tour is authorized is not normally entitled to FSA.  Members who must serve an overseas unaccompanied PCS assignment because of denied dependent travel or disapproved Join Spouse Assignment can apply for a Secretarial Waiver for payment of FSA at their local FSO prior to departing on the assignment.  Since FSA payments are effective upon date granted payment can only be made after the authorization and retroactive payments are not authorized, members who delay application will have to apply for a correction of records to receive retroactive payments. 

POINT OF CONTACT: Financial Services Support Office

TOPIC 4:  DISLOCATION ALLOWANCE  (DLA)

DISCUSSION: DLA is based on the member being with or without dependents on the effective date of the PCS orders or orders directing the member to move in connection with the closure or realignment of a military installation.   Single members, military couples with out dependents and members who do not relocate their dependents are entitled to DLA at the without dependent rate when they complete a PCS move, but only if they are not assigned to government quarters at their new permanent duty station.  DLA rates are contained in the Joint Federal Travel Regulation Volume 1, par. U5605.  Note: DLA is not authorized on the first and last move.

POINT OF CONTACT: Financial Services Support Office

TOPIC 5:  TRAVEL TIME

DISCUSSION:  The amount of time an individual is authorized to travel from one location to another in conjunction with a PCS/TDY move.  The amount of time varies based on the mode of travel and the distance.  It may also include authorized time for delivery or pick up of a privately-owned vehicle (POV) to and from a port or storage facility.  (See Topic 16 for additional information).

POINT OF CONTACT:  Financial Services Support Office

TOPIC 6:  IN-PLACE AND CONSECUTIVE OVERSEAS TOUR LEAVE TRAVEL (IPCOT/COT)

DISCUSSION:  Unaccompanied/accompanied members and command-sponsored dependents that accompany the member on both tours may be authorized funded round trip transportation not to exceed the cost to their home of record when they serve another tour at the same location or are assigned from one overseas duty station to another overseas duty station. Travel is performed between assignments unless deferred.  If deferred, entitlement must be initiated within 1 year of member’s date arrived station or the date member enters the IPCOT.

POINT OF CONTACT:  Financial Services Support Office

NOTE:  Refer to topic 9 for information on Temporary Lodging Incident to a Permanent Change of Station (TLA/TLE) and topic 15, Member and Dependent Travel Allowances.

TOPIC 7:  RETENTION OF GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED FAMILY HOUSING

DISCUSSION:  Families of sponsors assigned to an overseas dependent restricted remote/short tour or to an unaccompanied tour of 24 months or less who occupy government quarters, including leased units in CONUS, Alaska, or Hawaii at the time of departure of the sponsor, may continue to occupy those quarters until entitled to continue occupancy until the sponsor returns or reports to the next permanent duty station.  Contact the Housing Management Office if you want your dependents to continue residing in base housing.

POINT OF CONTACT:  Housing Management Office

TOPIC 8:  ADVANCE APPLICATIONS FOR MILITARY FAMILY HOUSING

DISCUSSION: Eligible personnel may submit an advance application for military family housing at any time after they have received PCS or active duty orders.  Within CONUS, the effective date of an advance application is the first day of the month prior to the month in which the member will arrive at the gaining installation (sign in month). If PCSing to an overseas area, the effective date of advance applications is the first day of the month prior to the departure date from CONUS month stated in the PCS orders.

POINT OF CONTACT:  Housing Management Office

TOPIC 9:  TEMPORARY LODGING INCIDENT TO A PERMANENT CHANGE OF STATION (TLA/TLE)

DISCUSSION:  There are two separate allowances paid to partially reimburse members for the added expenses incurred while occupying temporary lodging incident to a PCS move.  Temporary Lodging Expense (TLE) applies to CONUS only and is payable for temporary lodging occupied by member and dependents before departure from the old permanent duty station and after arrival at the new permanent duty station when per diem is not otherwise payable.  A maximum rate of $110.00 per day is authorized for a total of 10 days. However, only 5 days are authorized if move is from CONUS to overseas.  TLE is not payable at the first or last duty station.  The second allowance is Temporary Lodging Allowance (TLA) which is authorized overseas only and payable upon initial arrival (sign-in) and immediately prior to departure (sign-out) from a permanent duty station pending completion of arrangements for permanent living accommodations.  TLA is usually paid in 10-day increments.  A non-availability of government quarters statement is required to support TLE or TLA claims.

POINTS OF CONTACT:  Housing Management Office (TLA)/Billeting (TLE) and Financial Services Support Office

TOPIC 10:  HOUSING RELOCATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (HRAP)

DISCUSSION:  Effective 1 Oct 90, installation family housing offices began providing enhanced family housing relocation assistance to service members and their families.  Family housing counselors provide counseling on buying and selling a home, property management, and renting.  The enhanced program will also include providing destination area information while service members are at their current base of assignment.

POINT OF CONTACT: Housing Management Office

NOTE:  Refer to topic 2 for information on Housing and Station Allowances and topic 16 for Household Goods (HHGs) - Amount/Storage/Local Movement.

TOPIC 11:  PERMISSIVE TDY (PTDY) FOR HOUSE HUNTING

DISCUSSION:  Time, up to eight or ten days, during which service members are authorized to be temporarily absent from their normal duties, mission permitting.  Losing commanders may authorize up to ten days for traveling to or in the vicinity of a new permanent duty station to secure off-base housing prior to a PCS move (signing out).  Up to eight days PTDY may be approved by the gaining commander after signing in.  PTDY may be authorized to relocate family members to a designated place when going to an unaccompanied tour overseas.  In this instance the losing commander authorizes up to eight days PTDY.  PTDY is non-chargeable leave.  Member must keep records of house renting and purchasing efforts.  PTDY ends when housing is secured.  Additional absence is charged as leave.  PTDY is not authorized if member is returning to an established household, even if intent is to move.  Space-available travel is authorized.

POINT OF CONTACT:  Military Personnel Flight

TOPIC 12:  PROCEED TIME

DISCUSSION:  A period of four consecutive days absence is authorized in conjunction with PCS to/from an unaccompanied overseas assignment to individuals (regardless of marital status) who relocate dependents and/or household goods.  It is not authorized on first PCS or separation/retirement.  Also, it is not permitted on close-proximity moves.  Designed to accommodate off-base actions associated with relocation.

POINT OF CONTACT:  Military Personnel Flight

TOPIC 13:  DIRECTED TRAVEL ROUTING FOR PCS-ASSOCIATED TRAINING

DISCUSSION:  To prevent a hardship, members may request a change to the directed travel routing for PCS-related training.  The travel options available are TDY en route PCS, TDY return/PCS, and PCS/TDY return.

POINT OF CONTACT:  Military Personnel Flight

TOPIC 14:  HOUSEHOLD GOODS (HHG) WEIGHT EXCEPTIONS
DISCUSSION:  Members being assigned to/from an overseas duty station where an administrative HHG weight restriction has been imposed may request additions to their restricted weight allowance.  However, under no circumstances will the total HHG weight allowance exceed the authorized limit prescribed in the Joint Federal Travel Regulations.

POINTS OF CONTACT:  OPR:  Military Personnel Flight and Civil Engineer Housing

NOTE:  Refer to topic 15 for information on Member and Dependent Travel Allowances, topic 17 for Do-it-yourself (DITY) Moves and topic 18 for Privately Owned Vehicle (POV) Shipment.

TOPIC 15:  MEMBER AND DEPENDENT TRAVEL ALLOWANCES

DISCUSSION:  There are three methods for accomplishing PCS travel.  These are (1) Government provided transportation, (2) reimbursement for personally-procured commercial transportation and (3) payment of monetary allowance in lieu of transportation when travel is by privately-owned conveyance.  In addition to these allowances, members and dependents are authorized a per diem allowance to cover the costs associated with meals and lodging during the authorized travel time.  When the member has a TDY en route, the member alone is authorized a per diem allowance for the TDY period.  These allowances may be paid in advance.

While the above outlines your basic travel entitlements, you should consider some of the following items prior to determining how and where you and/or your dependents will travel:

-Use of more than two privately owned conveyances (POC) (to transport member and dependents) and authorization to be reimbursed (MPF)

-Prefer to use a port of embarkation (or debarkation) other than the one closest to your duty station (TMO)

-Want to take leave in an overseas area and, therefore, require circuitous routing (don’t forget to ask about the restrictions on using foreign carriers) (TMO)

-If you serve an unaccompanied tour overseas, what are the travel options for dependents? (MPF)

-Your new overseas duty station is in an area where dependents are authorized; when can they travel concurrent or delayed? (MPF)

NOTE:  Prior to purchasing personally procured transportation contact your TMO for restrictions, failure to comply with restrictions can result in non-reimbursement.

POINTS OF CONTACT:  OPR:  Traffic Management Office and Financial Services Support Offices; OCR:  Military Personnel Flight

TOPIC 16:  HOUSEHOLD GOODS (HHG)-AMOUNT/STORAGE/LOCAL MOVEMENT

DISCUSSION:  Members making a PCS move are authorized the transportation of their HHGs within their prescribed weight allowance.  In addition, temporary or non-temporary storage of HHG may be authorized in conjunction with the move.  For members ordered to occupy or vacate government quarters, the transportation of HHGs within the local area may be approved. 

POINTS OF CONTACT:  Traffic Management Office and Housing Management Office for Local Moves

TOPIC 17:  DO-IT-YOURSELF (DITY) MOVES

DISCUSSION: Members entitled to the transportation of household goods (HHG) at government expense may obtain approval to move the HHGs themselves and receive an incentive payment (normally, 95  percent of what it would cost the government).  To receive an incentive payment, the member must obtain approval from TMO prior to the movement of household goods.  If pre-approval is not obtained, reimbursement maybe based on an actual expense only basis, contact TMO for further information.

POINTS OF CONTACT:  OPR:  Traffic Management Office; OCR:  Financial Services Officer. 

TOPIC 18:  PRIVATELY OWNED VEHICLE (POV) SHIPMENT AND STORAGE

DISCUSSION:  Members may be authorized to transport or store one POV at government expense when they are assigned to/from an overseas duty station.  There are however, overseas areas where such shipments are prohibited.  Additionally, shipment of foreign-made vehicles purchased while overseas from overseas, or between overseas areas is normally prohibited.  Certain overseas areas are exempt and some individual exceptions do exist.  Check with your Traffic Management Office before purchasing a foreign-made vehicle overseas.  In connection with POV shipments, the member is authorized an allowance to deliver the POV to the port and to pick it up from the port.  This monetary allowance is for round trip transportation as defined in the Joint Federal Travel Regulation, Chapter 5, Part E.  Individuals are authorized allowable travel time to deliver and pick up their POVs.   When a POV is used, the allowable travel time is based on 350 miles per day, and when an airline is used, the travel time is normally one day based on a constructive air schedule.  Permissive TDY cannot be used for this type of travel.  POVs can be delivered to or picked up from a port one-way

-Prior to departure from the old station.  Member receives the one-way round trip monetary allowance and allowable travel time as explained above.

-During the PCS en route status (includes travel days and chargeable leave if travel days are exceeded to port or permanent duty station).

-After arrival at new duty station when POV is at port awaiting pick up.  Members may proceed to port and receive the monetary allowance and allowable travel time as explained above.  Ensure the following documents are available:

  -valid military ID card

  -seven copies of PCS orders

  -power-of-attorney (if applicable) and DD Form 788, Private Vehicle Shipping Document

  -a complete set of keys and insurance papers, if applicable

-For reimbursement, members submit PCS order, DD Form 788, and travel voucher to finance.  Visit your local Traffic Management and Finance Offices for further information.

A member may be entitled to store one POV for members ordered to a foreign OCONUS PDS to which shipment of a POV isn’t permitted, or sent TDY on a contingency operation, for more than 30 days.  This does not allow for storage of more than one POV.

POINTS OF CONTACT:  OPR:  Traffic Management Office  OCR:  Military Personnel Flight

