FORCE PROTECTION INFORMATION AND QUESTIONS

Commonly Asked Questions During Heightened Force Protection Measures

Q1:  What is the current policy for installation access?
A1:   All official ID card holders are authorized on U.S. military installations.
Q2:  Can guests come on post?
A1:   Yes. Korean national personnel who have valid guest passes are authorized on military installations.
Q3:  Can I go shopping off post?
A3:   Yes. All military, family members and DoD civilians are authorized to go shopping off post.  But remember to maintain a high level of situational awareness.  If you spot suspicious activity, please call your local military law enforcement office.
Q4:  Can I go to bars or nightclubs off-post? 
A4:  The restriction on off-post bars and nightclubs is lifted; however, some bars and nightclubs may still be considered off limits. Installation commanders in each area will determine which establishments meet the security criteria and will be placed on the on-limits lists. Service members traveling from one area to another should check prior to hitting the bars and nightclubs.
Q5:  Can I go to a restaurant off post?
A5:  Yes.
Q6:   I've heard there is a curfew, is it true?
A6:  Yes.Tthere is a peninsula-wide curfew for all United States Forces Korea personnel.  Military members and DoD civilians are permitted off post from 5 a.m. to midnight during the work week (Sunday to Thursday).  There will be a curfew from midnight to 5 a.m. during this time.  The curfew for Fridays and Saturdays and days proceeding a holiday (i.e., Christmas Eve, New Year's Eve, etc.) will be from 1 to 5 a.m. The extended curfew is for non-work days only. During curfews, people are ONLY be allowed to proceed to and from their off-post quarters and place of duty.  These security measures are implemented for your safety and will remain in effect until further notice. USFK members are asked to remain vigilant and report any suspicious activities to the Provost Marshal office and their supervisors.
Q7:  What is the current U.S. leave and pass policy?
A7:   The General Order, dated 15 Sept 01, rescinding leave has been changed.  A new leave policy is in effect and is outlined on this site.  The information also outlines leave policy for Force Protection Charlie and Delta, should we go to a heightened state of security.

Q8: What is the current KATUSA leave policy?
A8: Current leave and pass policy applies to all U.S. military personnel and to KATUSA soldiers.
Q9:  Can I drink off post?
A9:  Yes (if you are of the legal drinking age), but remember not all off-post nightclubs and bars are on limits. Those wishing to frequent off-post nightclubs and bars should check with the local PMO first.
Q10:I’ve been told various things by various people — whom do I believe?
A10:  Rely on the chain of command to release any authorized changes. Don’t listen to rumors or go by hearsay.
Q11: How long will the FPCON measures be in effect?
A11:  Force Protection measures will be in effect until further notice.  These measures are designed to keep you and your family members safe. Stay alert and immediately report any suspicious activity to the military police and your chain of command. Keep yourself informed of the most current FPCON level.
Q12:  Why are these measures being implemented?
A12:  These prudent measures are for the protection of you and your family members. 

Q13:  What should I be doing to protect myself?
A13:  YOU NEED TO REMAIN VIGILANT EVERYDAY; YOUR LIFE MAY DEPEND ON IT.  Use the buddy system — always travel with at least one other person.  Vary your routes of travel to and from work. Don't gather in large groups such as socials and parties.  The entire chain of command is working hard to provide a safe environment for all our civilians and family members.  Limit alcohol consumption. Be careful what you say in public.  Do not discuss missions or operational details with family or friends.  Proper OPSEC and COMSEC measures are imperative. 

MORE FORCE PROTECTION INFORMATION

15. (U) GENERAL POLICY CONSIDERATIONS: IAW CDRUNC/CFC/USFK GUIDANCE.

A. (U) DIPLOMATIC INFORMATION:  AMERICAN EMBASSY, SEOUL HAS REVIEWED AND COORDINATED THE RSOI/FE 03 CONCEPT.

B. (U) SECURITY RESTRICTIONS: DATES/PHASES OF CJLOTS 03 ARE CLASSIFIED CONFIDENTIAL-ROK/US UNTIL 30 DAYS PRIOR TO STARTEX. 

C. (U) ANTITERRORISM/FORCE PROTECTION (AT/FP) GUIDANCE: 

(1) (U) USPACOM, THROUGH USFK, HAS FORCE PROTECTION RESPONSIBILITY FOR DEPLOYING FORCES SUPPORTING THIS EXERCISE. 

(2) (U) SUPPORTING COMMANDERS AND/OR SERVICES WILL: 

(A) (U) ENSURE ALL FORCES DEPLOYED ARE AWARE OF THREAT LEVELS AND FORCE PROTECTION CONDITIONS FOR TRANSIT POINTS AND THEIR DESTINATION. IN THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA, THE TERRORISM THREAT LEVEL IS MODERATE, THE CRIMINAL THREAT IS MEDIUM, USPACOM BASELINE IS BRAVO, USFK BASELINE IS BRAVO PLUS WITH MEASURES 31(MODIFIED), 33, 36, 37, 38, 42, AND SHIPBOARD MEASURES 50 AND 52.

(B) (U) ENSURE FORCES COMPLETE USPACOM REQUIRED PRE-DEPLOYMENT TRAINING, AS OUTLINED IN USPACOM AT/FP OPORD 5050-99, C-1-A. 

(C) (U) ENSURE FORCES RECEIVE ANTITERRORISM AWARENESS TRAINING AND AN AOR UPDATE. 

(D) (U) THE REFERENCE IS AVAILABLE AT THE USPACOM J30 AT/CIP SIPRNET SITE, HTTP://WWW2.HQ.PACOM.SMIL.MIL/J3/J34. 

(3) (U) COMMANDERS WILL: 

(A) (U) ENSURE DEPLOYED FORCES HAVE APPROPRIATE TRAINING UPON ARRIVAL IN COUNTRY.

(B) (U) ASSIGN AN OFFICER OR NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICER TO BE THE FORCE PROTECTION OFFICER FOR THE DEPLOYMENT.

(C) (U) ENSURE FORCE PROTECTION MEASURES INCLUDE PROVISION FOR CONTRACTORS INVOLVED IN THE OPERATION, CONSISTENT WITH GOVERNING CONTRACTS. 

(D) (U) ENSURE EMPLOYMENT OF THESE PERSONNEL IS CERTIFIED TO BE NECESSARY FOR MISSION ACCOMPLISHMENT.

(4) (U) USFK WILL PROVIDE AN AT/FP UPDATE WITHIN 24 HOURS OF ARRIVAL AND PROVIDE AT/FP UPDATES AS REQUIRED THROUGHOUT THE LENGTH OF THE DEPLOYMENT IN THE ROK.  

(5) (U) COUNTRY AND THEATER CLEARANCE REQUESTS WILL INDICATE THAT ALL PERSONNEL DEPLOYING HAVE RECEIVED REQUIRED LEVEL I AT/FP TRAINING. CLEARANCE REQUEST WILL ALSO INDICATE THAT USFK IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SECURITY OF THE TEAMS WHILE IN USFK THEATER. 

 

