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Photo by Staff Sgt. Martin Jackson
Korea President Kim, Dae-Jung looks on as U.S. Presi-

dent George W. Bush signs a railroad tie at the new
Dorasan train station. President Bush joins other sign-
ers expressing the desire for the union of the two Koreas.
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Greetings to Our Friends

Gen. Thomas A. Schwartz
Commander in Chief, UNC/CFC/USFK

Greeti ngstoall of our Koreanfriends. | extend
o you all my best wishes for agood 2002—
the year of the Horse. | also want to thank you
for making President and Mrs. Bush feel welcome
during their visit last month.

The President spoke for all of uswhen he
described the Republic of Koreaas, “ ...morethan
asuccessful nation, itisan exampleto theworld.”
Our great ROK/US Allianceisalso an exampleto
the world as it continues to guarantee the peace, freedom
and prosperity of Korea and this region.

Koreawill co-host Soccer’s World Cup and host the 2002
Asian Games. During the Year of the Horse it is said that
one should expect increased interest in outdoor activitiesand
sports. The World Cup soccer matches fit that description
perfectly.

The honor of hosting such prestigious events reflects the
ROK’s miraculous growth as a world power. USFK is
working hand in hand with the ROK to ensure the World
Cup is successful, safe and secure from beginning to end.

The Korean economy continues to improve, and foreign
investment continues to increase as well. Such economic
growth demonstrates the Korean work ethic and overall
industriousness of her people.

Thefinal areain which | seesignificancefor thisyear isin
our own efforts to improve the quality of life for our USFK
personnel. Rebuilding of our old facilitiesis long overdue.
We must also build a strong support structure for future
readiness and that will be done through our Land Partnership
Plan (LPP).

LPPisawin-win proposal. It providesfor increased force
protection, increased readiness, increased security in the
peninsula and much-improved quality of life for our service
men and women. Additionaly, it returnsmorethan 50 percent
of the land we use back to the ROK. Definitely, awin-win!!

Our USFK personnel work hard each day to guarantee
the peace, freedom and prosperity our two countries enjoy.
While doing this, 96 percent of them are away from their
loved ones. It seems correct for them to have decent living
quarters, and for us to increase the opportunity for them to
have their families here with them to enjoy this beautiful
country and meet its wonderful people.

Thank you for your continued friendship.

“Katchi Kapshida”
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Strong Korea/U.S. Relations

Dr. Koo, Pyong -Hwoi
Chairman, Korean-American Association

he Sept. 11 terrorist attacks caused

tremendous agony and anger throughout
theworld. Theensuing United States-led war
onterrorism signaled aturning point in which
one could sense changes in the international
order.

The Republic of Koreaand the United States
are strong allies whose soldiers have shed
blood for one another.

Korea has not only expressed full support
for the resolute war against terrorism, but has also been ac-
tively involved in effortsto eradicate threats of international
terrorism by providing medical resourcesand liaison officers.

On the Korean peninsula, athough the ROK and North
Korea held several talks last year, no substantial progress
was made and presently, inter-Korean relations remain in
stalemate.

Thisyear we face many new and unanticipated challenges.
For the ROK, this year holds great significance as hosts of
notable events, including the World Cup Soccer Games, the
Busan Asian Gamesaswell asa presidential election. Mak-
ing it a year that requires unsparing ROK/U.S. efforts to
maintain security and peace.

This alliance against terrorism is expected to strengthen
and shed light on whether or not to remove North Korea
from thelist of countries sponsoring terrorism.

In preparation for the upcoming events, the ROK should
first appreciate the contribution made by USFK for the se-
curity on the peninsula for the past half century. And to-
gether we should strive to build a security aliance for the
21st century.

Coordination between K oreaand the United Statesiscriti-
cal in implementing a successful policy toward the North
that includes change and reform.

This year, in particular, the ROK and the United States
need to double their cooperation in exchanging information
and preventing terrorism to ensure the successful and peaceful
hosting of international events.

2002 will undoubtedly be ayear in which stronger-than-
ever-security cooperation and alliance at the government and
private level are required.

The Korean-American Association estblished in 1963,
pledges to continue its efforts to promote ties and coopera-
tion at the private level.

Thank you.
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U.S. Armed Forces Role as a Bal-
ancer in the Region

Professor Yoo, Chong Ha
Sogang University

.S. troops were introduced to Korea when

the Koran War broke out in 1950. They were
brought in to repel the spread of communism in
Asiaand help establish democracy and a market
economy.

The Republic of Korea started its security
relations with the United States as a unilateral
beneficiary to the new U.S. defense policy.

But this security alliance soon developed over
a half a century into a mutually profitable
relationship. However, the equation of this benefit varies
according to different time periods, and whenever this
equation changes, it triggers discussions on what should be
done to manage balanced relations.

To see how this equation differs, it is best to divide them
into four periods:

Period 1: 1953toend of Vietham War

Inthis period, both Koreaand the United States concurred
that U.S. troops in Korea served security objectives of both
countrieswell.

Period 2: End of Vietham War toend of Cold War

Following their experiencein the Vietnam War, the United
States attempted to withdraw its troops from Korea out of
concern that they might be entrapped in another land war in
Asia due to a trip-wire effect from their troops in Korea.
President Carter eventually reversed his decision after
recognizing wide-spread concern Asians had about U.S.
intentionsin Asia.

Period 3: End of Cold War to K orean Unification

Koreans believe that the United States should maintain its
troopsin Koreaup until Koreaisunified. However, the United
Statesin genera believesthat the unification of Koreaoffers
no time criteriafor stationing of U.S. troops becausetherole
of U.S. troopsin Korea should be focussed more on serving
security interestsin the whole of East Asia.

Period 4: After Korean Unification

There have been no formal discussions or agreements made
yet on both sides asto whether U.S. troops should remainin
Korea after unification. There was a remark made by
President Kim, Dae-Jung that he personally supports the
continued presence of U.S. troops in Korea beyond
unification.
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Most Koreansfeel that U.S. troopsin Koreashould remain
at least until unification isachieved or at |east tension between
the two Koreas is permanently abated. They believethejob
the United States has undertaken by introducing their troops
in Korea can only be completed when unification is
accomplished.

Koreans should be aware that, from the time when the
Cold War ended, the value of Korea as a Cold War outpost
diminished. Providing security on the Korean peninsulaal one
does not justify the costs and risks of maintaining the size of
troops that the United States has in Korea. There are larger
U.S. interestsinvolved.

Almostimmediately after the Korean armistice, U.S. troops
in Korea had dual roles ensuring Korean security via
deterrence while al'so providing larger security and stability
in Northeast Asiaby balancing and stabilizing functions.

After the end of Cold War, the United States feels
responsible for maintaining peace and security in the world
asits sole superpower. Deciding to keep itstroopsin Europe
and retain the NATO structure for the sake of European
security, it feels it has to play a major role in maintaining
peaceand security in Asia. It believesthat thetroops stationed
in Korea and Japan should be retained as evidence of its
intention to exert itsinfluence as a stabilizer.

What then, isthe position of Koreawith regard to retaining
U.S. troops beyond unification?

To start with, there is a major premise that U.S. troops
cannot be maintained in Korea unless the United States is
ready to keep them and Korea, as the host, welcomes them.
Both sides can review any time they feel appropriate that
these forces make them uncomfortable or are against their
considered security interests.

Onething that isuncertain on the Korean sideisthat, since
the prospect of unificationisso unclear, itisdifficult to foresee
the opinions of Koreans in retaining U.S. forces in Korea.
However, what we Koreans should understand is that we
cannot ask foreign troops to stay in Korea on unpredictable
terms. There aretoo many accompanying questionsinvolved
which requirelong-term planning and resolution.

As somebody who has been involved in Korean security
matters for some period of time, | feel that maintaining U.S.
troopsin Koreaisin accordance with its security interests as
aunified Korea. | would like to mention that | am not basing
my opinions simply on oriental ethicsthat it is rude to ask
Americans to withdraw their troops right after they
contributed so much to our survival and transition into a
democratic and prosperous nation. Here are my arguments:

First, | believethat maintaining and further devel oping the
special relations that we have forged over a half a century
with a partner who has become an unpararelled superpower
in the post Cold War erawill boost the stature and interests
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of aunified Korea. The benefits that emanate from having
close relations with a country which not only has military
superiority but political, economic, scientific and technol ogical
capabilities are substantial. To work with such a country on
equal footing for security interests larger than the Korean
Peninsulawill certainly enhance K orea’ sinternational status.

Second, the role of U.S. troops as a balancer coincides
with the geopolitical security interests of Korea. Korea has
the acute experience of being victimized by the hegemonic
struggle of surrounding powers.

Koreaissmaller than any of itsbhig neighborsand it cannot
have security alliance with any of its neighbors because of
the same geopolitical reasons. We see Japan rising and leaning
rightward. We feel the pulse of China growing into a major
power. Russian influence has receded but not gone.

Third, having U.S. troopsin Koreawill helpit build aworld-
class military. The United States has superior military
technology, information and intelligence-collecting ability and
advanced logistic systems from which our armed forces can
benefit on continuing basis.

Fourth, the benefits we get in terms of attracting trade and
investment are significant. The goods and capitals nowadays
has sensitive preferencefor security. Intherapidly globalizing
but turbulent world, a country with U.S. troops on it will
certainly be a positive factor for investment.

On the other hand, we have to consider what the political,
strategical, economical burden and riskswill bein maintaining
U.S. forces in Korea.

Thefirst isthe political issue. In the case of aunification,
there is no guarantee that the Korean people will accept the
presence of a foreign military on their soil. If nationalistic
sentiments pick up in a unified Korea, there could be
considerable amount of domestic resistance towards having
U.S. forces stay in Korea.

However, there are two factors to consider in this regard.
First, unlike the times when we were a client of the U.S.
military, once the two Koreas are unified, we will be ableto
stand on equal footing with the United States and there will
be no need to feel that our national pride is being bruised.
Second, we haveto learn from the European rational Europe
consists of countries with as much national pride as Korea,
but still they accept the presence of U.S. military in Europe
and the need to hold on to the NATO system in the post Cold
War era. They feel accepting U.S. troopsisin their interests.

Also, the economic burden, i.e., the cost-sharing of
maintaining U.S. military in Koreaal so can become aproblem.

Thisparticular issueisbest discussed with specific numbers
in front of us, but characteristics of the costs are important
mattersfor consideration. In 2002, our biggest burdenisthat
in addition to the defense cost-sharing we promised to pay,
we haveto provide U.S. forcesin Koreawith properties and
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facilities. However, these properties and facilities will be
returned to us, eventually, once the troops are withdrawn. It
also should not be forgotten that by having U.S. military in
Korea, our security isthat much more strengthened and that
relative amount can be saved from our own defense budget.

If both Korea and the United States decide on keeping the
U.S. military in Koreaon along-term basis, both governments
should make an effort to make the relationship between the
U.S. military and Korean popul ation more agreeable. Efforts
can include amending the Status of Forces Agreement so
that it ismore balanced and/or rel ocating military basesfrom
the busy city center while building them the necessary housing
and other facilitiesin amore agreeabl e setting.

We haveto know that when military people are happy while
being stationed in Korea, it can benefit Korea on the whole.
I remember Colin Powell, then a civilian, say once that he
was happiest when he was stationed in Korea as a battalion
commander. He is, of course, now the Secretary of State.
We should learn from thisthat military people stationed here
are important in producing future friends of Korea.

Although changes happen fast these days, | don't think
this gives us areason why we should not plan for the future.
We should recognize that U.S. military presence in Korea
has contributed to Korea's survival and nation-building for
the past half a century.

Therefore it is beneficial for both countries to waste less
time in having constructive discussions that help plan their
future.

My articleisnot intended to lead the argument to my way,
but to open a forum where al reasons and arguments are
encouraged so that Korean people can arrive at a consensus
on an important issue which affectsall Koreans, knowing all
sensiblefactsand logicsinvolved.
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“Yes, We Should Go Together”

Lt. Gen. (Ret.) Kim, Hee-Sang
Senior Visiting Scholar, RAND

n 1984, when | was an international fellow of U.

S. War College, | had an opportunity to make a
speech for Pennsylvania State University ROTC
cadets.

| said, “Americaisrealy the God-blessed land.
There must be an important reason God made a
great and powerful country through gathering people
who love freedom, peace and humanism. That is,
God must be making thiscountry torealize hisideal
worth on theworld. I think all of your seniorshave donetheir
duties well, and the future duty of your country is on your
shoulders. From here, | suggested a very specia toast for
God to bless all of these young cadets.”

Even though many friendsjoked with me saying, “Oh, you
must be agood foreign services officer rather than amilitary
officer,” | was being sincere, and | wanted to add, “If you
will serve the whole world and its people with the spirit of
self-sacrifice, the United Stateswill keep going onforever as
the most powerful, wealthy and happy country with the re-
spect of the world's people and under the blessings of God.”
But | was stopped by the sound of clapping.

My opinion has not changed, however, there seems to be
some criticism against the United States and even trouble
between the people of our two countries, in Seoul.

If welook at the issues, even though there are only afew,
most are based on misunderstandings or ignorance and even
someill-intentioned mani pul ations from the group of anti-free
democratic systems. Whatever the reason, this trend must
not affect the friendship between the United Statesand Korea.

The situation of Korea, whether the viewpoint is security
or economy, can’t afford to enjoy these kinds of risky amuse-
ments. It isvery important to maintain afirm relationship.

The United States still playsanimportant rolein decisively
preventing various threats from North Korea. During the
forthcoming reunification process, the United States is the
only country that has the ability to support us. Even after
unification, the United States will be Korea's most reliable
partner.

We K oreans should not forget the fact that the United States
has lost more than 50,000 lives and suffered more than 200,
000 war casualtiesto keep freedom and democracy in Korea.
Nobody can deny the help by the United States from the lib-
eration under Japanese imperialism after the Korean War.

Ontheother hand, K oreaisone of the most important coun-
triesfor the United States politically, economically, militarily,
and geostrategically.
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In Fact, Koreaisalso essential for the United States. Korea
is needed to maintain the peace and stability of Northeast
Asia, and to defend national security interest and to realize
military strategy in thisregion. No doubt, the United States
and Korea' sneed for friendship isessentia for both countries.

Recently Korea and the United States have established
another important interest in the war against terrorism. In-
ternational terrorismisanissue not just for the United States
but also for humanity asawhole.

Many countries shared sympathy with the United States
during the tragedy of Sept. 11, including the Koreans.

For along time we have been standing face to face with
North Korea, which hasworld-class capabilities of terrorism
in terms of operations, tactics and strategy. We are not at
peace and still need to keep an eye on the observance of the
Armistice Treaty which has been in effect since 1953.

President Kim's reconciliatory policy toward the North is
valued despite great international security devel opments, but
more importantly should be placed on the security of a na-
tional consensus and support. The stationing of U.S. forces
in Korea needs more key roles in the unification process
through progressive dialogues and cooperations among the
three parties: United States, South and North Koreas.

Thisisnot only for Koreans and the stability and peace of
Northeast Asia but also justice, free democracy and the fun-
damental human rights.

I think Koreaand the United States should do their best to
keep astrong and good friendship with each other. From one
country to the other, as | said to the cadets of Pennsylvania
State University, this must be one of the ways to accomplish
our mission.

Thus, Koreaand the United States, “ Should Go Together.”
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What have you learned about

the Lunar New Year?
Sgt. Mary Warren

Sgt. Raymond Piper
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“Koreans celebrate their New Year just
like us but they celebrate the past year

“Driving during the holidays takes extra time
because so many people travel to visit family

“Koreans get together with their relatives and
spend time with each other. Also, it is the

instead of the upcoming year.” and friends.” beginning of a New Year.”
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Making Modifications to
Our Short-Term Thinking

Mr. Jeffery D. Jones
Chairman of American Chamber of Commerce

he current peace and stability on the Korean
peninsulaisduein no small part to the presence
of the U.S. soldiersin Korea.

There is a consensus among all nations in the
region that acontinued U.S. troop presencein Korea
is beneficial for the stability, prosperity and
continued economic growth of al Asian nationsand
America.

More particularly, the presence of U.S. forces
in Korea has made U.S. portfolios and direct investments
possible. Without U.S. troopsin Korea, it can be safely said
that foreign investment, both U.S. aswell as European, would
not have occurred.

Taking into consideration the recent foreign investment
statistics, the Korean economy is a tremendous beneficiary
of the U.S. troop presence. Foreign investors hold
approximately 30% of the Korean stock market, and foreign
direct investment accountsfor billionsof dollars entering the
Korean economy every year.

The member companies of the American Chamber of
Commercein Koreaa one employ about 2.5 million Korean
nationals. The member companies of the European Chamber
will employ asimilar number aswell. Foreigndirect ly invested
companies account for approximately 10 percent of the gross
domestic product of Korea, but their influence on economic
activitiesin Koreaiswell beyond thisfigure.

We believe it is imperative for the economic stability of
Koreathat U.S. troops remain in Koreaand that the alliance
between the Republic of Koreaand the United States continue
strong and undivided. Given the current state of affairs
between the two Koreas, there does not appear to be any
near-term resol ution of the North/South divide.

In addition, not withstanding the historic visit by President
Kim to Pyongyang and the subsequent reduction of tension
between the two nations, there has been no reduction or
modification in the deployment of troopsin Korea. Vigilance
must therefore be maintai ned and unification remains adistant
hope and dream.

Given the historical approach that the troop presence in
Koreaistemporary until final resolution of the Korean conflict,
anumber of negative implications arise from this thinking.
Thefacilities of most basesin the country largely remain the
same as they were post-Korean war.

Offices, housing and other infrastructure are sadly out of
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date. Most soldiers are assigned to Korea for a one-year
term of duty causing a tremendous turnover of personnel
every year. Given the temporary assignments, necessary
investmentsin facilities are not made and over time a*just-
get-by” approach has been implemented by both the U.S.
and Korean governments.

We do not believe this shows the proper respect for U.S.
troops who are willing to place themselves in the potential
path of harm’s way.

We should change our thinking about U.S. forcesin Korea.
We would like to see soldiers assigned to Korea be given a
long-term, two-to-three-year assignment and be permitted to
bring their familieswith them.

Along with this approach, it is hecessary to upgrade the
facilitiesto support such apresencetoinclude housing, schoals,
entertainment facilities, etc. We are not qualified nor
knowledgeabl e enough to comment upon how this should be
done or what investments would be required to implement
such an approach.

Having witnessed theliving conditionsin many of the bases
and posts scattered throughout Korea, | can say conditions
are not appropriate and reflect an attitude that we are not
paying enough attention to the quality of life of the U.S. soldier
in Korea.

We would therefore like to see both governments enter
into discussionson along-term plan of upgrading thefacilities
knowing that U.S. troops will be present in Korea for many
decades to come. In this respect, we believe the Land
Partnership Plan now under implementation is an extremely
good start and we applaud both governments for this effort.
We would like to see this go further.

In addition, should this mean that the current Yongsan Post
in Seoul be relocated to a new location to provide better
facilities for U.S. troops, then such an approach should be
taken.

We suspect, however, that focusing on Yongsan alone will
not be sufficient and along-term plan for all facilities should
be undertaken.

We would like to encourage both governments to begin
discussions on amaster plan of how to modify the treatment
of the troops present in Korea and upgrade the facilities of
USFK with the knowledge and understanding that they will
be here for the next 30 to 50 years.

Such a plan will permit not only Korea to benefit from
better use of the land and resources now dedicated to troop
presence, but also permit both governments to treat U.S.
soldiers with the care and respect they deserve for being
willing torisk their livesto maintain freedom and demaocracy
on the Korean peninsula.
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USFK Addresses Current

Housing Problems
By Col. Daniel Wilson
ACoS, Engineers USFK

hat will the housing be like? Thisis one of

the first questions most families ask when
their service member receives new assignment
orders.

For those assigned to Korea, the first question
is, “Can we come aong, or do we have to stay
behind?’ Unlike other overseas assignmentslike
Germany and Japan where housing is provided for
morethan 70 percent of married military members, |
90 percent of service members assigned to Korea must
leave their family behind for ayear.

Thosewho arealowed to bring their family find themselves
inundersized apartments, or old 1950’ s vintage housing with
outdated electrical and plumbing systems, or off-post adding
to the Korean housing shortage.

A recent Defense Department survey found Korea to be
the least desirable assignment in the U.S. military, and the
number one reason stated was inadequate housing. USFK
plansto change al that.

USFK has set a goal of increasing the available housing
for U.S. military membersin Koreafrom 10to 25 percent by
the year 2010, and renovating and modernizing the existing
housing.

As we work with our Korean government partners to
improve the housing situation, we remain sensitive to issues
of importanceto Korean people such asthelocations sel ected
for new housing construction projects. For example, through
the Land Partnership Plan we plan to relocate a considerable
number of soldiers and units south of Seoul, and most of our
increase in housing will be south of Seoul.

Currently 65 percent of family housing for USFK isin Seoul,
but by 2010 more than 70 percent of this housing will be
south of Seoul. USFK also does not plan any housing north
of Seoul until the armistice conditions between North and
South K oreachange significantly.

Although housing renovations and new construction will
occur in the Seoul ares, it will not dramatically change the
overal number of U.S. military families. Renovations are
underway in the Hannam village housing area that will
transform the current severely undersized unitsto apartments
modeled after those provided to our military personnel in
Japan.

However, those necessary renovationswill result in aloss
of nearly 300 housing units. The new housing planned on
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Yongsan is designed to compensate for the loss of those 300
units, while also replacing the current substandard housing
on post. The net result will be about 300 more family units
for USFK in Seoul, reducing the number of off-post apartments
required by USFK and returning that commercial housingin
the Seoul areafor use by Korean citizens.

The USFK housing problems areimportant issues affecting
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* 10 U.S. bases in Europe each have
more post/base housing than USFK

» Japan has 27 percent more
personnel and 10 times
more housing than USFK

» 57 percent is the married rate for
DoD
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President Bush Visits Korea
to Display Stronger Alliance

Maj. Carol Schmidt
USFK Public Affairs
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.S. President George W. Bush and the First
Lady recently visited the Republic of Kores,
to reconfirm America's commitment to what has
proven to be one of the most reliable alliancesin
the world, as part of a three-country Asian tour.
The two leaders discussed common interests
such as the global war on terrorism, security on
the Korean peninsulaand the global economy. The |
agenda in the summit talks included an overture -
for establishing dialogue with the North aswell asdiscussions
on the potential for easing tension on the peninsula by
addressing issues like North Korean weapons of mass
destruction and missile exports.
Most importantly, the two leaders and friends reaffirmed
the importance of the ROK-US alliance. At the joint press
conference, President Kim stated that “U.S. policy and the
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Stars and Stripes Photo by Jeremy Kirk

At Observation Point Ouellette in the demilitarized
zone, Lt. Col. William P. Miller, commander of the
United Nations Command Security Battalion at the
Joint Security Area, and Gen. Thomas A. Schwartz,
commander in chief of U.S. Forces Korea, point out
the South Korean village of Taesong-dong and the
North Korean village of Kijong-dong.
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Korean policy are fundamentally similar and that there are
no major differences. Korea and the U.S. are strong allies,
and that is important and vital for the national interests of
both countries.”

President Bush restated his support for President Kim's
“sunshine policy” of seeking gradual engagement, and he
proposed unconditional dialogue with North Korea.

As an expression of the U.S. desire for the unification of
the two Koreas, President Bush visited Dorasan station, the
northernmost stop on the South K orean side of the unfinished
cross-border railroad in the DMZ.

“| see apeninsulathat is one day united in commerce and
cooperation,” hesaid. “The United States and South Korea
are bound by common interests. Our alliance is defined by
common values, and we deeply value our own liberty and we
care about the liberty of others,” said President Bush after
signing acrosstie.

President Bush’ssignature on the crosstie will be displayed
inthe National Railroad Museum al ong with the signature of
President Kim as amemorial to be remembered by visitors.

Duringthevisit, First Lady LauraBush toured Samchonggak
Performing Arts Center and was welcomed by Girl Scouts
of Korea. Mrs. Bush was aso a member of Girl Scouts
USA in her younger days.

The First Lady delivered a speech for the future femae
leaders of Korea, saying “Don’'t be afraid of either failure or
success. If you give any task at hand your best efforts, then
you redlly are a success.”
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Stars and Stripes photo by Andy Dunaway

First Lady of the United States Laura W. Bush
applauds performances by Girl Scouts at the
Samchonggak Performing Arts Center in Seoul
during her visit to Korea in February. Mrs. Bush
received a medal and gave a speech to the future
female leaders of Korea.
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A New Environmental Campaign

Mr. John Anderson
USFK Engineers

E;Vi ronmental cooperative efforts between the |'
epublic of Korea and U.S. Forces Korea {
were significantly advanced by the Jan. 18 signing

of an agreement on environmental procedures in |
the ROK/U.S. Status of Forces Agreement Joint
Committee.

The agreed procedures reflected ROK/U.S.
informal cooperative effortsduring the past several '.
yearsand shaped formal environmental procedures. L
Alist of local ROK government and USFK installation points
of contact for emergencies had aready been exchanged in
July 2001 and it produced joint visits to allow for better
understanding of environmental eventsthat occurred and the
corrective measures that were being taken.

In addition to formalizing procedures for environmental
eventsand information exchange, the agreement defined how
Korea and the United States will work together in the
development and review of environmental standards to be
used by USFK.

In a host country like the Republic of Korea that has its
own developed environmental laws and standards, the host
nation’s standards are incorporated when they are more
protective.

In addition to the procedural agreements, there are several
other parts of the environmental program that have seen
significant progress.

Underground fuel tanks

USFK has a $100 million program to upgrade major fuel
facilities throughout K oreato ensure that we meet the most
stringent environmental standards. The planning for that
program began more than two years ago.

As upgrades on larger tanks near completion, we are able
to focus on replacing the many smaller tanks. In the next
year therewill be morethan $5 millioninvested intheremoval
and replacement of these smaller tanks.

Hazar dous waste management

Many improvements have been made in the management
of hazardouswaste. Military installations haveimplemented
computer-based systems to better manage the inventory, to
reduce quantities being ordered and to reduce the quantities
requiring disposal. While normally using approved ROK
contractors for disposal of common hazardous waste, when
necessary, the Defense Reutilization and Marketing Office
has shipped hazardous waste out of Korea to authorized
disposal facilitiesin other countries. Initiativesbeing used to
reduce the quantities of wastes requiring disposal include
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recycling of used oil, recycling equipment that allows reuse
of antifreeze and a battery recovery program to recondition
and return batteries for use.

Wastewater treatment

During the last six years, USFK invested approximately
$30 million in new construction and upgrades of 10
wastewater systems to meet discharge standards, with an
additional $12 million programmed in the near future at three
locations. USFK iscontinuing to work with local governments
and the Ministry of Environment to make future connections
to local municipal wastewater treatment plants. These
connections will allow USFK to take many of its older
wastewater treatment plants out of service while ensuring
the wastewater is treated in state-of-the-art wastewater
treatment facilities.

Natural and cultural resources

Past and ongoing surveys and planning using ROK experts
are helping to better integrate conservation of natural and
cultural resources into USFK’s operations. These studies
not only examine land usage, but the protection of plantsand
animalsaswell. Wetook special pride when Osan Air Base
turned over a monument known as the Yi, Tae Yun Stele to
the City of Pyongtaek. Pyongtaek relocated the Stele to
Chinwi Hyanggyo.

USFK is very serious about being a good steward of the
environment and iscommitting the resources, bothin personnel
and funding, to do what’s necessary to protect the
environment.

Korean officials observe sampling of a monitoring
well on Yongsan. From left, Yoon, Joong-Sub,
Seoul, Water Quality Division; Yi, Hun, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers; Lee, Jae Seung, Seoul,
Micropollutant Analysis Team; Donald Schlack, U.
S. Army Corps of Engineer and Eom, Sok-Won,
Seoul, Micropollutant Analysis Team.
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Seeing and Learning by Visit

Mr. Kevin Jackson
Area IV Public Affairs

SFK works closely with Korean

enviromental officials and concerned
civilians within the local community. By
exchanging visits and training together a better
understanding is achieved from the activitiesand
technology of the other party.

Last year, 19th Theater Support Command
hosted Daegu officialsfor environmental training
at the site of a November 2000 heating oil spill.
K00, Young-Soo, director of the Daegu City Water Treatment
and Management Bureau, and 16 other officials from eight
ward and county offices |earned more about the process the
Army used to clean up the spill.

“Seeing how the Army managed the oil spill was a great
experience for public officials who rarely experience such
situations,” said Lee, Jong-Soon, environmental specialist,
Nam-Gu Ward Department of Environmental Protection and
Public Sanitation. “Thistraining will helptoimprove our quick
reaction ability to copewith environmental crisesat the earliest
possible stage, as well as setting up an emergency
communication system.”

During the one-hour training session, Daegu environmental
officials received a full historical and technical account of
the remedial actions taken since 3,930 gallons of heating oil
spilled at Camp Walker Nov. 22, 2000.

About 75 percent of the fuel was recovered in the week
following the spill. Follow-up remedial actionsincluded the
excavation of 90 cubic yards of soil, according to Bonsok
Escobar, Operations and Maintenance Division chief for the
Daegu Directorate of Public Works.

Remaining soil wastreated in placewith BioSolve, an agent
that breaks down the oil into harmless water and carbon
dioxide. Post-cleanup verification sampling was completed
Aug. 16, 2001. From the 22 samples collected, only two did
not pass the 2,000 parts per million test which is the ROK
cleanup requirement for petroleum products.

Monitoring wells were installed to collect remaining free
products from the groundwater’s surface. The wells will
remain indefinitely and sampleswill be collected quarterly.

Nam-Gu requested the training from 20th ASG commander
Col. Russdll A. Bucy during a presentation to the Nam-Gu
Council at the spill sitein November.

“The Department of Environmental Protection and Public
Sanitation was impressed with our method of dealing with
thespill,” Mr. Escobar said. “ Our objective alwaysisto work
closely with environmental officials of our host community.”
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Engineers Display Their
Runway Repair Skills

1st Lt. Travis Tougaw
51st Fighter Wing Public Affairs

s members of the 51st Civil Engineer _

Squadron sprang into action at Osan’'s rapid g=
runway repair site, their Republic of Korea Air *
Force counterparts learned as much about the g2
procedures and techniques as they could.

The demonstration featured crater repair
techniques, with the use of the folded fiberglass
mat (FFM). The mat is used to cover a newly
repaired area to prevent it from creating foreign
object damage hazards. Currently, the ROKAF
uses an aluminum mat, assembled from 12- and 6-foot pieces
of aluminum, weighing 120 or 60 pounds, respectively.

Thea uminum mat requires more manpower to put together,
is more labor intensive and poses more injury risks to the
workers than the FFM, said Capt. James Hickman, 7th Air
Force CE readiness officer. Because of these reasons, the
ROKAF isinterested in learning about the FFM.

“We came to improve the ROK/U.S. combined rapid
runway repair capabilities and learn the advantages of using
thefiberglassmat,” said Col. Eun, Young-ki, acivil engineer
with ROKAF. “This gives us an opportunity to see how the
fiberglass mat works and to consider ROKAF using it.”

Capt. Hickman said the upgrade in technology from the
aluminum to the fiberglass mat would be beneficial. “The
folded fiberglassmat isavery simple system; it will increase
the ROKAF's ability to recover arunway alot faster.”

Master Sgt. Clifton Beauchamp of the 51st CES said he
likes to have at least 22 people on three different teams for
crater repair. The crater team clears debris and fills, levels
and compacts the crater. The haul team supports the crater
team by providing the material to fill the crater. Then the
mat team uses the FFM to secure the repaired area.

This demonstration showed how the teams work
simultaneously to repair the runway as quickly as possible.

“Thisisamutual exchange of ideasand information,” said
Coal. Paul Rojko, the civil engineer for 7th Air Force. “ Runway
repair is awar-time skill both ROKAF and the U.S. should
have. We're part of an allied force here. 1'd say the United
States’ strongest partnership intheworld iswith the Republic
of Korea”

K eeping the runway operational iscritical to success, said
Maj. Gen. Dennis Larson, 7th AF vice commander, in his
remarksto the civil engineers. “ Our single biggest advantage
over North Koreaisour airpower, so we are very dependent
on all of you to keep our airplanesflying.”
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Realistic Training Teams with
High Simulation Technology

Col. Creid Johnson
J3, Exercise Division Chief

During the third week in March, Combined
Forces Command will team up with our Republic
of Korea aliance partners to conduct our annual
Reception, Staging, Onward Movement and
Integration exercise, also known as RSOI. This
year'sexercisewill advance readinesstraining by
the linking of our RSOl command post exercise
with the command’sannual field training exercise,
Foal Eagle.

By design, RSOI isacombined/joint command
post exerciseinvolving regularly scheduled forcesfrom both
the United States and Republic of Korea. It providestraining
for our forcesin the various aspects of receiving troopsfrom
locations other than Korea, moving those people to forward
battle locations and integrating them with the forces already
here, as well as training the command on security issues.
Historically, Foal Eagle, a counter-infiltration exercise, has
been our annual field training exercise for ROK and U.S.
forces.

ROK and U.S. senior leaders made the decision to link
these two exercises to enhance the quality of our training
program and meet all of our combined training objectives.
Linking these two exercises maximizes resource use while
improving the quality of our training program. Because the
command and control structurewill bein place, all RSOl and
FE participants will be training in the most realistic fashion
possible. The end result will be an improved and efficient
exercise and better-trained units.

RSOI/FE 02 will involve nearly every U.S. military unit
assigned on the Korean peninsula, as well as ROK forces
along with a small number of off-peninsula U.S. forces.
RSOI/FE 02, like all CFC exercises, is defense oriented and
designed to improve the command’sability to defend the ROK
against external aggression. The exercise will provide an
opportunity for leadersat all level sto teach, coach and mentor
younger personnel whileimproving senior leaders' decision-
making capabilities.

RSOI/FE 02 training is essential to all military forcesto
honeand retain unit and individual skills. Itisparticularly
essential in abi-national defense organization such as CFC
to ensure interoperability and readiness of our combined
forces. RSOI/FE 02 will demonstrate the combat
readiness of the Republic of Korea and the United States
and further fine-tune our combined war-fighting skillsto
safeguard the security of the Republic of Korea.
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KBSC Leads RSOI/FE02

Mr. Joseph Spencer
Deputy Director of KBSC

perating since 1991, the Korea Battle

Simulation Center (KBSC), along with the
Combined Battle Simulation Center (CBSC), hosts
awiderange of smulation-driven, theater- through
small-unit-level exercises for the ROK/U.S.
Combined Forces Command, United States Forces |5 8
Koreaand Eighth U.S. Army. =S

KBSC also provides simulation support to the "r' =
Republic of Korea armed forces, U.S. Forces [5’,:;:-:
Japan and the Japan Self-Defense Force. In
addition to technical systems and communications support,
KBSC provides exercise design and planning, control scheme
support, aprofessional opposing forceand after action reviews
to all levelsof combined and joint exercises.

RSOI/FE 02 will usethe 2001 Joint Training Confederation
of modelsconsisting ground, air, naval, intelligence, logistics
and electronic simulation models. These models will be
electronically linked during the exercise.

The Joint Training Confederation of modelswill be operated
at the Korea Battle Simulation Center on Yongsan, at the
Korea Air Simulation Center on Osan Air Base and at the
Logistics Exercise Simulation Division at Fort Lee, Virginia,
and will be distributed to gamer workstations located on
Yongsan Army Garrison, Osan Air Base, the Second ROK
Army compound in Daegu and Camp Smith, Hawaii.

Inadditiontoreducing theoverall cost of the exerciseto
both the ROK and U.S.
governments, the use of
battle simulation models
allows commanders and
staffs to develop an
awareness of the
complexity and lethality
of themodern battlefield.

Thesimulation models
will alow commanders
to exercise and evaluate
internal staff training
coordination processes
and operating procedures
and to exercise at levels
normally not possibledue
to resource constraints. Maj. Lee, Jae-Woo, Control

Planning Officer and Staff Sgt.
Brandon Garfinkel, 122nd Sig-
nal Battalion, discuss exercise
plans.
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Korea Revisited

Bill Jannsen
Reunion Participant

To some, 50 years may seem
alongtime, but to meit’sjust
like yesterday. This holds
especialy true for foreign war
veterans who fought fiercely for
Koreaalongwithitssoldiersand
people against the North
Korean aggressors.

| was in the 24" Infantry
Division in the middle of the
Korean War from 1951 to 1952.
After being wounded | left, but |
knew | would come back, and
my dream came true.

The opportunity came when
our son, Clay, who is a specia
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operationsofficer in Seoul, invited
us to participate in the Reunion
in Korea program.

Sponsored by the KoreaNational Tourism Organization, it
allows USFK military members and civilians to bring their
families to Korea at an affordable price because of the
hospitality of Korean people. Inadditionto reuniting families,
the program also promotes understanding and appreciation
of Korea and its people.

Thefive-day tour was both impressive and informative. It
gave me pride and honor when the Korean Veterans
Association presented acommemorative medal for my service
during the Korean War. Our itinerary brought us to the old
and new Korea.

We saw traditional Korean villages, palaces and museums,
aswell as modern, high-rise buildings and infrastructuresin
and around Seoul.

We also went to the Joint Security Area where ROK and
U.S. soldiers are continually on alert, reminding us of the
existence of the threat from the North.

| was amazed to see the hills and valleys, aswell as Seoul
itself, totally devoid of any of the horrific devastation of the
war of 50 years ago. | was continually amazed at the huge
change from savage ruin to the peaceful beauty of today.

| was very proud to be in Korea 50 years later, standing
with my son, who, like me, is part of a combined effort to
bring peace and prosperity to this part of the world.

I cannot thank enough the people responsible for putting
together such a fine and moving experience and | will be
forever grateful to have experienced it.
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Friendship Visit to Korean Home

Suh, Jang-Won
Choong Junior High School

O1e day, | felt like becoming a diplomat and guide for
foreigners by letting them know our culture.

When my teacher offered me a program of inviting
foreigners to my home, | hesitated to say yes, but | took up
the challenge as | tried to make it a good experience.

On the day of the Home Visitation Program, American
soldierswere sitting at numbered tablesin agathering place.
At my designated table there were two females waiting for
me. My mother and | were surprised at their smiling friendly
faces.

Air Force Staff Sgt. Vanda Standly and Senior Airman Cindy
Serrano surprised us with their smiling faces because we
didn’'t expect femalesoldiers. Whenwethink of military, we
tend to think of men.

First wetook them to Changduk Palace where they seemed
happy to visit. My mother, an art teacher, explained the
historic colors of Changduk Palace and the history of
traditional Koreacolors.

We taught them greetings in Korean. Even though they
repeatedly practiced it, their awkward pronunciation really
made us laugh. My father bought them atraditional Korean
wallet and afan to remind them of our times together.

We had bulgogi for dinner and they loved it. Weall had a
fantastic dinner. They asked how we prepared dinner. As

we explained to them | guess
our explanation was
inadequate, as they hesitated
totry it. It wasfunny.

They seemed to miss their
families very much so | gave
them traditional Korean dolls
asagiftanditfeltreally great.

We felt we have become
one big family through this
program, by their visiting [&
Korea, learningtoloveKorea, [
understanding each other and [§
ultimately becoming good
friends.

In the future, | hope to
introducethisprogram to many
other friendsand provide many
more American soldiers the
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and aid them to grow to love Korea, too.
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Artist Creates a Lifetime of
Friendships

Staff Sgt. Martin Jackson
USFK Public Affairs

» DL GALLE

hroughout a U.S. military member’'s
career, onewill visit and livein many
countries around the world, and come
retirement time nearly dl returnto America
I|V|ng only with thoughts and dreams of

these memories are strong enough to puII ——
them back abroad, and not just to visit, but |
tolive. i

Thisholdstruefor retired Army Lt. Col.
Thomas J. Dembeck who first
experienced South Koreain 1977 and now
livesin Seoul. It was as a young Army
officer assigned to the 2nd Infantry
Division at Camp Casey in 1977 when he
was first introduced to tae kwon do.

“Back then we were required to participate
in “Tae Kwon Do,” said Dembeck. “Growing up, | didn’t
participate in sports, but | found something different in Tae
Kwon Do. | found that it ismore away of life than a sport.
It uses mind, body and spirit. From the start | knew it wasfor
me.”

After all of these years, Dembeck has earned a fourth-
degree blackbelt in Tae Kwon Do and he and his wife Terri
are two of the few Americans who belong to the Kuk Ki
Won, Korean Tae Kwon Do association. But even with all
these achievements in Tae Kwon Do it is the lifelong
friendships with Koreans that he is most proud of .

“Over timewe have built some amazing friendships,” said
Dembeck. “Nearly everywherewe havelived, we haverun
into Korean people and they are genuinely warm-hearted.”

It was these friendships, love for Korean food, Tae Kwon
Do and many other cultural aspectsthat made the Dembecks
decide to make their home in Korea and pursue his other
lifelong ambition asan artist. Upon arrival in Koreain 2000,
he quickly discovered that there were few organizations for
artists here, especially artists just starting out, and the
established groups were separated serving either Korean
artists or expatriate artists.

It was because of this separation that he established the
Seoul International Visual Arts Society (SIVAS). Since
establishing SIVASin July 2001, 25 artists and hundreds of
associate members have joined.

“The specific focus of SIVASisto stimulate interest and
interaction among Korean and foreign visual artists in the
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Owners, Lee, Young-Suk
and Thomas Dembeck
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Seoul commuting area,” said Dembeck. “We do this by
promoting an interest in enhanced community awareness of
and participationinthevisual arts, by the networking of artists,
ideas and resources to benefit both the community and the
members.”

Dembeck also realized that for young artists in Korea it
cost $3-to-$4 thousand a week to get their work shownin a
galery. He and his close friend, Lee, Young-Suk, opened
DL Gallery inthe Samgakchi area. The DL Gallery, Seoul’'s
first non-Korean owned gallery, is where Dembeck
headquarters SIVA S and allows artiststhe opportunity to have
a showing for free. And at the same time, nearly al the
profits are donated to the Ton-a-Month club, a non-profit
famine-relief program based in Seoul. The program is
designed to provide food aid and shelter for North Koreans
who have fled to other countries to escape privation in their
own country.

“We provide our studio for artists to show their works at
no cost,” said Dembeck. “Along with displaying the artists
works for sale, we make prints that we frame and sell, with
part of the profitsgoing to the artist and the rest being donated
to the Ton-a-Month club. Through SIVAS aone we donate
enough money to purchase aton of food each month.”

According to the Dembecks, their love for Korea and its
cultureisstill growing and throughthe DL Gallery and SIVAS
they see innumerable opportunities to make this love grow.
To them, the most important thing is to have an open heart,
and open mind.

“We are very happy here and fedl like we could stay in
Korea forever,” Dembeck said.

For information on SIVAS or the DL go to www.sivas.or.
kr or e-mail the
gallery:
digallery@hotmail.
com. For
information on the
Ton-a-Month club,
visit ton-a-month.
tripod.com.

From left, Sun-Mi and Tim Peter s, founder sof Ton-a-Month club,
Artigt Dong, Ran-L eg, Terri and ThomasDembeck and L eg, Young-
Suk.

=

Oﬂ st AETA]
M Tt =S
A =5e F719

(KSR

> o
L
2
i
ol
NS
e
uN
Mn—
10 i
>~

[m o qr

1
Hu
ol
oll
ol

o g N
Q I
©

rlrlg
)
é
I
&
ol
o
M
Q

Yoy

rol' ez o
ol =

o FH }7}7} Stoll A A= FAIE SV
of 3000 WXl 4000 E2t9 1IH| S0l == A=
=2l 1 25 o] B4 Rt shAl S4toll YIS AR
Z ol Ay E AJoi st ASdAE FE
9130_01 2Este SIECEA "Wy = ‘DL 4y’
AlHEAE HQIo] ERZ ALZ6HY A2 s7tEdA FEE FA
&+ A= VIS E ABE YT SAo BHE FASS AS
of BEREE T4 Qe HIGE BA duTA Z2389 Q7
Ton—a—Month 88" o 7I1&H0] 5§ @& BE6t0 TE
LR REEQ 5¢ GHES 28 42X AT QA E #|
Zot=H ALSET.
U= S FUIENA BREE OE 3

U= BARE AlFsict. sh7 ZHEE9 FA| 3 =l
glE 2= =EE e EZ ASE osie 92 TQ%‘ zd
F= s7tdA Eot7tal vUmAls AR Sgol 71SE
SIVASE SalAW Mg = E9 AFS TY& + =
gt Zt20] SEECTH 1 "Wy = Wi},

HE A 2RO gl gt 25t e A2 38 o A
A 7t1 Qo™ DL 3123 SIVAS 2 g E8f J1E BEE 0
ek S0l TSt ol B S BHS ZEHA BE = e B2 73
E 718t} 8 Ex 7HE Q% A2 HAQol 7tET)
nSE B =11 AZ olslE st=R0ITh

ZOE "YE “2El= A ol 4o

o @Eol g9 & £ AS AW 20 1 W

Hox 0

o fdr -

2 2
w H @

Sk

o M
[_'rOm

il I-FU rl-l

RER-EE
o,
Argol A8

”0 £

AlHIZ = DL 280l 36 o €11 4
AR UL e—mail TAE & HiE

WWww.sivas.or.

E+= dlgallery@hotmail.com.
Ton-a-Month:
ton-a-month.

tripod.com

#25g A, ¥ JH<E Pon-a-Month club x4 ¥
A5 37t ol5H, Ertx: W W RRA o|gy F&
3 go] ¥4 T=2E FHz Yo

25



Korean Military Academy Cadets
Visit Yongsan

Master Sgt. Anne Proctor
USFK Public Affairs

he Combined Forces Command recently hosted
avisit to Yongsan for 243 senior-grade Korean
Military Academy cadetsfrom graduating class 58.

The purpose of thevisit wasto provide thesefuture
military leaders of the Republic of Korea briefings
onthe CFC and the uniquerelationship and alliance
between the ROK and U.S. militaries.

The cadets were greeted by Gen. Thomas A.
Schwartz, Commander in Chief, United Nations Command,
CFC and U.S. Forces K orea, and they took acommemorative
photo with the general and other key CFC military leadersin
front of the UNC/CFC/USFK headquarters building.

After the photograph session, the cadets were split into
smaller groups for briefings at the underground Command
Center Seoul and the Korea Battle Simulation Center. At
CC Seoul, the cadets learned about the importance of the
CFC and the role of USFK.

At the KBSC, the cadets got briefings about the combined
U.S. and ROK exercise system and the computerized battle
simulation center.

“It's not only a good opportunity for the cadets to learn
how the CFC system works,” said Mgj. Gen Lee Sung-Kyu,
Deputy Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations. “But it also
helps them to understand the friendship that exists between

Col. Ruth E. Ellis, Assistant Chief of Staff of Personnel,
meets with KMA Cadets Bae, Dong-Soo, Park, Chul-Bum,
and Byun, Yong Sung.
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Photos by Cpl. Kim, Nam-Kwan

Maj. Gen. Geoffrey D. Miller, Assistant Chief of Staff of
Operations and Plans and 8th Army Deputy Commander,
spends time at his home with KMA Cadets Kang Kung-
Shik, Kang Tae-Wool, Choi Hye-Sun, and Koo Ja-Kyung.

A FARE BAA Az D 2ol FAA, F
e, HIAH a2a 7AF ARAESTH A ABE
Bulx .



the ROK and U.S. to provide them with afoundation for the
future.”

After thebriefings, 65 senior military officershosted groups
of four cadets for dinner and a cultural exchange.

“It's a wonderful opportunity for us to see this level of
commitment between the ROK andthe U.S.,” said Maj. Gen.
Geoffrey Miller, Assistant Chief of Staff of Operations and
Plans and 8th Army Deputy Commander. “It'salso exciting
for us to see Korea's new |leaders.”

For Senior Cadet and Squad Leader Kim, Sung-Kyung,
from Taegu, the highlight of the visit was the KBSC, which
he found interesting. He added that understanding how the
two militarieswork and exercise together will help himwith
hismilitary career.

During her visit to Mgj. Gen. Miller’s house Cadet Choi,
Hye-Sun said, “This time is very useful to us. We learned
many different things about how the ROK and U.S. militaries
work together and we now understand the special relationship
that has been set before us as future military leaders.”

“It was agreat experience hosting four of the KMA Cadets
in our home. My whole family, including my husband and
children enjoyed talking with these future ROK military
leaders,” said Col. Ruth E. Ellis, Assistant Chief of Staff of
Personnd. “I beievethe KMA visit program helpsto maintain
our strong ROK/U.S. aliance.”

—

Gen. Thomas A. Schwartz, Commander in Chief, UNC/
CFC/USFK, shares a humorous moment with the cadets
prior to their Combined Forces Command orientation and
dinner with their American hosts.
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Korean Military Academy cadets are pictured 33 SFA#ASE AEESo] Ewnx A FE€X A}
with Gen.Thomas A. Schwartz and other ROK ## % 3du F2 7RE3 374 AR &93ta ¢l
and U.S. senior leaders. This is the first visit t©. ©lg IFZ A=AEQA AEEY o 3o o
by the future leaders of the ROK military to &4} W& 209d ] ALIYE Juigles FA}
Combined Forces Command in more than 20 o]t} (F4E7)AF 26 Ho)A)

years. (Story page 26)
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