Cultural Tour UFL 2001
- Cultural tour sheds light on mission.
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Last weekend, troops participating in Ulchi Focus Lens had the opportunity to go on a
daylong tour of Korea s Kyung-Ju City. Approximately thirty soldiers went on the tour
each day.

The tour consisted of five stops, visiting 6 cultural areas; Bul-kuk-Sa temple, Sok-kur-
am Grotto Shrine, Kyung-Ju National Museum, Tumuli Park, O-Nung Tombs and
Bomun Lake Resort.

Each Stop offered insight into Korean culture; mounded grassy tombs, crown jewels
and marvelous art at the museum, breathtaking views atop mountains, a spiritual Buddha
at the Grotto Shrine, and plenty of bargaining with vendors at the folks art village.

Many of the tour participants were enthusiastic.

“1 like the Buddha statue on top of the mountain, in the cave, the Sok-kur-am. I like it
because it is symbolic and it is amazing that someone can go up there and carve it out of
the stone and | just thought that was pretty amazing,” said Pvt. Steven Brown,
Headqguarters and Headquarters Company, Eighth U.S. Army motor pool.

Through seeing the beautiful scenery, admiring the exquisite art and interacting with
the Korean people, soldiers got a chance to sample ataste of this wonderful country.

Unfortunately, this taste was only a mere morsel to wet their taste buds.

“1 wished we had more information on history and background. May be somebody
could walk around with us and explain to us about the places. A lot of timeit’s better
when you hear it from somebody €else than just reading about it,” suggested 2~ Lt. Oben
M. Jones of Y okota Airbase.

These warriors of UFL 2001 spent their well-earned weekend experiencing the history
and culture of Korea. Aside from their military experience of Korea, the cultural
experiences they’ ve learn here provide a new insight into the wonderful country that we
servein.
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