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ROBERT T. MOUNTS 

SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

UNITED STATES SOFA SECRETARY
Mr. Robert T. (Bob) Mounts, GS-15, DAC, an attorney admitted to practice law in California and Florida, is the Special Assistant to the Deputy Commander, USFK for International Relations and United States SOFA Secretary.  He assumed the position on January 12, 1996.

Born on January 5, 1942 in Gainesville, Florida, Mr. Mounts served over 25 years on active duty with the U.S. Air Force, serving both as a career Judge Advocate and as a Special Agent, Air Force Office of Special Investigations (AFOSI), retiring July 1, 1994 in the grade of Lieutenant Colonel, USAF.  After retirement from the military, Mr. Mounts practiced law in Long Beach, California, specializing in commercial dispute resolution, until his appointment as United States SOFA Secretary.  Mr. Mounts is a member of the Korean Commercial Arbitration Board.

Mr. Mounts was commissioned as a second lieutenant in 1967 following law school and completion of Officer Training School.  His previous military assignments include duty as a Special Agent, AFOSI and as a Judge Advocate (military attorney) in a wide variety of challenging assignments, including four years in Washington, D.C., four years at HQ Strategic Air Command, and seven years overseas, first in Germany and later in the Republic of Korea.  In Korea, he served as the Chief, International Affairs Division (1989-92) and then Deputy Judge Advocate (1992-93), HQ United Nations Command/U.S. Forces Korea, and was the principal U.S. military negotiator for the 1989-91 “Special Review” of the U.S./R.O.K. Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA), the 1991 Special Measures Agreement (SMA), and other international agreements for the logistical support of the U. S. forces in Korea.  At retirement, he was Deputy Staff Judge Advocate, Space and Missile Systems Center, Los Angeles Air Force Base, California.

During a break in military service in 1972-74, Mr. Mounts served as Deputy General Counsel to former Florida Governor Reuben O’D. Askew and wrote Florida’s 1972 capital punishment law, the first to be enacted and upheld after Furman v. Georgia, the 1973 Florida State-Wide Grand Jury law, and a 1973 Executive Order creating Judicial Nominating Commissions in Florida.

Mr. Mounts obtained his undergraduate and law degrees from the University of Florida in 1964 and 1966, respectively.  He is a member of Florida Blue Key Leadership Fraternity and many civic and professional organizations, including the State Bar of California, The Florida Bar, American Bar Association, American Chamber of Commerce in Korea, Seoul Rotary Club, Korea Society, Korean American Association, Korea America Friendship Society, Executive Board of the USO Council of Korea, Air Force Association, and The Retired Officers Association.

During his military service, Mr. Mounts was twice awarded the Defense Meritorious Service Medal for his service as a U.S. negotiator and legal representative in the Republic of Korea, and, as a result of his earlier military service, was awarded the Air Force Meritorious Service Medal (Third Oak Leaf Cluster) and the Air Force Commendation Medal.  He is an Honor Graduate of the AFOSI Special Investigations School, a graduate of Squadron Officer School and Air Command and Staff College, and an “Outstanding Graduate” of both the Air War College and National Security Management Seminar Programs.

Mr. Mounts is married to the former Samia Sayegh, an educator at Seoul American High School.  They have three children, including a son, Stephen, an officer in the US Air Force, and two daughters, Samia Michelle and Ashley.
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